
CollectionThe Debut

QUESTION PROMPTS AHEAD

FROM THE AUTHOR

You may already enjoy hearing your young reader talk about the story and need no

suggestions for extending that interaction. However, I have included these questions to

help recall the action of the story as it progresses and prompt discussion. Remember that

whatever the reaction of the reader is, it is genuine and worthy of respect no matter how

you might view it. We all experience a story from our own perspective and level of

observation. Please resist the temptation to steer the answers to a conclusion you wish.

Sadly, school curricula have often done damage to both the honest enjoyment of written

stories and the gift of curiosity by pushing the reader to a prescribed position. Honest joy

in a story for its own sake is the great gift that may deliver a “treasure beyond measure.”

 



IN WHICH MAX LEARNS OF THE QUEST AND THE SECRET IS LOST

CHAPTER

I wonder why the king doesn’t just choose his oldest son to
become the next king?

1

IN WHICH MAX AND THE BROTHERS BEGIN THE JOURNEY

CHAPTER

I wonder what could happen from the royal maid telling her
friend of Max’s quest?

2

IN WHICH MAX AND THE BROTHERS ENCOUNTER THE MYSTERIOUS “DUCHESS”

CHAPTER

How do you feel about the Duchess?

3

IN WHICH MAX MAKES A DECISION THAT CHANGES HIS PATH

CHAPTER

How do you feel about Max’s decision to help the shepherd
before following his map?

4

IN WHICH MAX ENCOUNTERS REAL DANGER AND MAKES A SHOCKING DISCOVERY

CHAPTER

Do you wonder why the dog decides to speak to Max after the
attack when he did not earlier?

5

IN WHICH MAX MEETS ANOTHER SPEAKING BEAST AND THE OTHER BROTHERS
CONSIDER THEIR QUESTS

CHAPTER

How would you have felt if your brother left you alone
without any warning?

6



IN WHICH MAX BEGINS TO ENJOY THE COMPANY OF THE DOG AND 
THE FOX MORE FULLY

CHAPTER

Would you have told Knipper and Fanzig about the treasure
the Duchess described?

7

IN WHICH MAX ENCOUNTERS THE ELF

CHAPTER

Do you think Max can trust Jumpjilter? 

8

IN WHICH WE LEARN MORE OF THE BROTHERS’ JOURNEYS

CHAPTER

Do you remember the first time you read about or saw a
picture of a dragon?

9

IN WHICH MAX AND HIS BAND ARE PURSUED BY A GIANT

CHAPTER

Have you ever dreamed you were running and running to get
away from something and could not?

10

IN WHICH MAX AND FANZIG TRACK THE GIANT

CHAPTER

Have you ever been surprised on waking up that hardly any
time had passed or that you’d slept much longer than you
thought?

11

IN WHICH MAX ENTERS THE GIANT’S CAVE TO TRY AND FREE HIS FRIENDS

CHAPTER

Did you ever play hide and seek and feel like you were...

12



CONTINUED

IN WHICH MAX AND THE BAND ARE WORRIED AT AN UNKNOWN VISITOR

CHAPTER

How would you feel if you learned there really was a secret
legend about your grandparents? 

17

IN WHICH MAX TRICKS THE GIANT

CHAPTER

Have you ever solved a riddle? Maybe you should make one up
just in case you are ever caught by a giant.

13

IN WHICH ALL THE BROTHERS ARE NEARING THEIR GOALS

CHAPTER

What is the most beautiful place you have seen in the world?
How did it make you feel?

14

IN WHICH MAX AND HIS BAND FIND THE TUNNEL THROUGH THE MOUNTAINS

CHAPTER

Have you ever waked up in the dark and wondered for a
moment where you were?

15

IN WHICH MAX AND THE FLOCK TRAVEL UNDER THE MOUNTAINS AND THE KING
DREAMS

CHAPTER

Have you ever had to do something before you thought you
were ready to do it? 

16

...going to jump out of hiding and run before 
you were caught? How did you feel?



IN WHICH MAX REACHES THE WATERFALL

CHAPTER

Have you ever been so thirsty you only wanted to drink
water and nothing else?

18

IN WHICH MAX FALLS DOWN THE WATERFALL

CHAPTER

Have you ever fallen off something tall? Have you ever been
pulled or pushed off something when you weren’t looking?

19

IN WHICH THE SPY IS FOUND, AND THE WITCH SETS HER TRAPS

CHAPTER

Have you ever had someone pretend to be friendly but did not
think they really were?

20

IN WHICH MAX LEARNS THE STORY OF THE SPEAKING BEASTS

CHAPTER

Does Fanzig’s story remind you of any other story?

21

IN WHICH MAX LEARNS OF THE WITCH’S TREASURE

CHAPTER

Is there another fairy tale which sends a boy to steal a
treasure from a dangerous villain?

22

IN WHICH ALL THE BROTHERS ARE NEARING THEIR QUESTS' GOALS

CHAPTER

Which of Fletcher’s warnings do you think would be the most
worrisome?

23



IN WHICH MAX, JIPPIT AND SCRUGNIT CLIMB

CHAPTER

Have you ever been frightened by climbing up somewhere? 
A tree? An upper bunkbed? Roof? Maybe in the stands at a
sports game? How did you get down?

24

IN WHICH MAX FACES TREACHERY AND DEREK ENCOUNTERS A KEEN MYSTERIOUS
DESIRE.

CHAPTER

Have you ever seen something you suddenly wanted and you
didn’t know exactly why?

25

IN WHICH MAX REACHES THE TOP OF TARRAND KATIL

CHAPTER

When they saw that there would be no room for Jippit in the
boat, what did you think?

26

IN WHICH MAX REACHES THE WITCH’S TOWER

CHAPTER

What did you imagine when you first read “Who Enters Here
Shall Perish of Fear — I Follow, Soon to Swallow”?

27

IN WHICH MAX FINDS THE TREASURE AND DEREK MEETS THE DRAGON

CHAPTER

How do you think you would feel running your hand in the
treasure? How would you feel seeing it vanish forever?

28



IN WHICH THE KING CHOOSES THE CROWN-PRINCE

CHAPTER

What do you think about Randrew’s choice? What did each of
the brothers feel about it? 

30

IN WHICH THE BROTHERS BEGIN THEIR RETURN TO GASPAAR

CHAPTER

Have you ever felt disappointed but knew you shouldn’t be? A
birthday? Christmas?

29

IT'S NICE TO CONNECT

Do you have a question about this story you would like to know more about? Can you think

of other stories that it reminds you of? Would you like to read the next Max story?
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